 XE "200709600" 200709600 - Wildlife Inventory and Habitat Evaluation of Duck Valley Indian Reservation
Sponsor: Shoshone Paiute Tribes 

Province: Middle Snake   Subbasin: Owyhee

Budgets: FY07: $159,480   FY08: $162,666   FY09: $142,228   

Short description: The purposes of this project are threefold: (1) to gather information on wildlife species composition, distribution and relative abundance on the DVIR; (2) to assess the condition of existing habitat; and (3) to disseminate this information enabling informed land-management decisions to be made.
Recommendation: Response requested

Completion of this extensive inventory is an important step in providing benefits to fish and wildlife in the subbasins involved.  The proposal demonstrates the significance of the project as a high priority in two subbasins.  This project as initially described is consistent with the Program and subbasin plans, as well as sound management practice.  The need for the inventory is justified, but the sponsors need to respond to several important concerns.  The proposed solution is reasonable and well thought-out, but the objectives and work elements do not seem to match the problem described. 

ISRP comment 1.  A stated objective is to inventory populations and habitat.  The methods describe two phases: 1) plan & design, and 2) monitor & evaluation.  However, the monitoring and evaluation is actually an inventory and not monitoring.  As described, the purpose of the inventory is so that the Tribal Business Council can use the inventory in decision-making.  This use is different than monitoring management effectiveness.  The authors must more clearly identify the relationship among inventory, management planning, monitoring, and adaptive management.

Response:  The primary purpose of this proposal is to perform an inventory of wildlife and habitat on the Duck Valley Indian Reservation (DVIR), so that the Tribal Business Council can use the data to make informed land management decisions (i.e. grazing seasons and areas, hunting seasons and limits, etc.).  To date, no efforts have been made to thoroughly inventory wildlife populations across the DVIR.  This proposal is not designed to monitor management effectiveness, but rather provide a snapshot in time of what the current wildlife populations and conditions are on the DVIR.  If certain wildlife populations are found to have a low relative abundance, it could highlight the need to make changes to the current land management practices.  In addition, these baseline data will be important in documenting future population trends, which may result in additional management changes for the benefit of the resource.
To further clarify the objectives of this project and to more clearly identify the relationship among inventory and management planning, section F (Proposal biological objectives, work elements, and methods) in the proposal narrative has been updated.  This has resulted in the removal of specific references to monitoring and evaluation.
ISRP comment 2.  In general, work element methods were not adequately described.  There is no mention of sampling intensity, stratification or modeling that might be used to complement field techniques.  Some of the species that are to be inventoried will require very precise techniques and assumptions.  ESA species may need administrative approvals for handling.  The ISRP strongly recommends that advice be sought to ensure that the baseline inventory for species and habitats be well connected to specific objectives and work elements.

Response:  The work element methods were generally described in the Wildlife Inventory Plan (200632008 Draft Plan).  However due to the short timeframe allocated for our ISRP comment response, the sampling intensity, stratification and modeling that will be used to complement field techniques have not yet been fully developed.  Consequently, the Tribes will be contracting with a University professor with demonstrated expertise in developing a statistically-sound experimental design.  As recommended by the ISRP, we will seek the advice of qualified experts to ensure that the baseline inventory for species and habitats is well connected to specific objectives and work elements.  In addition, since ESA species may be handled, all necessary administrative approvals will be sought and obtained before this project is implemented in the field.
ISRP comment 3.  The ISRP requests more details about adequacy of facilities (e.g. computer resources) for all phases of the project.  The personnel needed for this amount of fieldwork will likely involve several crews that would all need vehicles and equipment.  The ISRP requests more details about how the proposed work will be completed.

Response:  The Shoshone-Paiute Tribes Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department has adequate resources to implement this project.  Our department is equipped with high-speed wireless internet and the appropriate GIS software. The department secretary will be used to assist with data entry.  We have an airport which is sufficient for landing and takeoff, enabling necessary aerial surveys to occur.  
The salary for a project manager and two field technicians has been budgeted for.  Although more staff would enable us to cover more ground on a daily basis, we believe that we are able to adequately accomplish the described tasks with the allocated personnel.  However, if additional funding is provided, we would gladly include additional staff to accomplish the tasks associated with this project.  

An additional GSA vehicle has been budgeted for.  We believe that one GSA vehicle, along with the use of an existing department truck and a 4-wheeled off-road vehicle, will be adequate for implementing the project.
A GPS unit (approximate cost of $4200) will be used extensively during this project and would also be utilized in other BPA funded projects such as Lake Billy Shaw O&M (Project #9501506) Habitat Enhancement and Protection (Project #970110)
and wildlife acquisition projects. The Trimble GPS unit is superior to the less expensive models because it is more accurate, has a much larger storage capacity, and can generate points, lines or polygons dependent on the needs of the project. These features will allow more precision in: marking capture locations (especially important when dealing with species with very small home ranges), mapping habitat types, weed infestations, etc.; and assessing habitat changes resulting from management actions.  

Finally, our department currently owns a variety of field equipment that would be used for this project.  Some examples are:  computers, printers, digital cameras, mist nets, Sherman traps, spotting scopes and binoculars, AnaBat Detector, electroshocking equipment, dip nets, field guides, etc.
